Gaseous Electronics Conference History Project
Search of the Bulletin of the American Physical Society for GEC abstracts and announcements

(May 2010, Tom Miller, at the American Physical Society in College Park, MD)
This list is incomplete because I originally intended only to find out (a) when did BAPS begin to publish GEC abstracts at all, several months following the conference [answer: the 10th GEC in 1958], and (b) when did BAPS take over the job of producing the primary (i.e., October) book of abstracts for the GEC [answer: the 47th GEC in 1994].  For 1950-1954, the abstracts appeared in Phys. Rev. instead of BAPS.
In the process, I found interesting information and began a complete listing until I ran out of time.  Hopefully, I’ll have another opportunity to complete it.  My library only has 1975-1995 volumes, which is why I had to visit APS headquarters to obtain much of the information contained below.  
Some (not all) of the GEC minutes (i.e., abstracts) in BAPS give interesting information such as the names of the Executive Committee members, number of registrants, number of abstracts and sessions, and banquet speaker.  There wasn’t time to record the Executive Committee names, but other information is listed below if given.  I counted the number of abstracts printed in the early years for comparison with the number in the separately-printed GEC abstract books, because not all attendees may have paid the fee charged for having their abstract printed in BAPS.
Though irrelevant as far as BAPS is concerned, I’ll note here that the first meeting in 1948 was called “Gas Discharge Conference.”  The 2nd through 5th were called “Conference on Gaseous Electronics” with no number in front of the name.  The 6th was called “1953 Conference on Gaseous Electronics.”  It wasn’t until 1954 that the GEC billed itself as “7th Gaseous Electronics Conference.”

BAPS Series I: Vols. 23-24 (1948, 1949) and vols. 28-30 (1953-1955) contain no mention of GEC.  [The APS 4th floor conference room collection is missing vols. 25-27 (1950-1952), but presumably there are copies in storage.]

In the early days, meeting abstracts were published in Physical Review instead of BAPS.  The first time that GEC abstracts appeared in Phys. Rev. was vol. 82, #4, pp. 566-572 (1951), for the 3rd Annual Gaseous Electronics Conference, October 19-21, 1950, at the Barbizon-Plaza Hotel in New York City.  The introduction says that the meeting was sponsored by the APS Division of Electron Physics (one of DAMOP’s earlier names).  Thirty-four abstracts were printed.  The introduction has an interesting note: “The Secretary of the American Physical Society expresses great regret that these abstracts appear so belatedly.  Apparently the original copies of this material, duly forwarded in December, 1950, to the office of the American Physical Society, were mislaid and have never since been traced.  Mr. J. A. Hornbeck has thus been obliged to prepare a second copy, which is printed hereunder.”  The Phys. Rev. material is available online at the PROLA website.

The next Phys. Rev. GEC entry is vol. 84, #5, pp. 1072-1075 (1951), for the 4th GEC annual meeting, at Schenectady, NY, October 4-6, 1951, at the General Electric Research Laboratory “The Knolls.”  The Phys. Rev. entry says, “Abstracts of some of the papers presented are printed hereunder.  The first of these abstracts belong, however, to the 1950 Conference, from the Minutes of which (Physical Review 82, 566 (1951)) it was inadvertently omitted.”  There are a total of 23 abstracts printed.  All appear to be contributed papers.  No invited papers are indicated.
Phys. Rev. 89(1),335-340 (1953), minutes of the 5th Annual GEC at Princeton University and RCA Laboratories in Princeton, NJ, September 4-6, 1952.  “Abstracts of some of the papers presented are printed hereunder.  Total printed: 30.
Phys. Rev. 93(3), 647-654 (1954), minutes of the 6th Annual GEC at the Shoreham Hotel, Washington, DC, October 22-24, 1953.  Registrants: 228.  Invited paper: jointly by L. Colli and U. Facchini presented in absentia.  Contributed papers: 44.  Contributed abstracts printed:  Banquet speaker: Capt. C. W. Shilling of the US Naval Academy.  The GEC chairman “for the forthcoming year” is W. P. Allis.  Secretary: L. H. Fisher.  Members of the Conference Committee: E. O. Johnson, W. Gruner, H. D. Hagstrum, M. A. Biondi, S. Githens, and M. Kuper.
Phys. Rev. 98(1), 557-563 (1955), minutes of the 7th Annual GEC at New York University, October 14-16, 1954, with the local committee headed by L. H. Fisher.  Registrants: 244.  Invited papers by F. Llewellyn Jones, L. H. Fisher, L. B. Loeb, and H. Margenau.  Contributed abstracts printed: 35.  There were two speakers at the banquet: T. E. Allibone and W. Finkelnburg, speaking on the state of gaseous electronics in England and Germany, respectively.  The GEC chairman “for the coming year” is W. P. Allis, and the members of the Conference Committee are J. D. Cobine, L. H. Fisher, H. Margenau, A. V. Phelps, and D. J. Rose.  
Phys. Rev. 100, 1227-1235 (1955), “Abstracts of Papers Presented at the Eighth Annual Gaseous Electronics Conference Held at Schenectady, New York, October 20-22, 1955.”  This is an unusual case where the abstracts were reprinted only one month after the GEC was held.  Contributed abstracts printed: 42.  Abstracts A5, D5, D8, and F2-F6 were not reprinted.  An extra fee was required for reprinting, but I do not know what year that was initiated – perhaps from the beginning.  Only the title of Von Engel’s invited talk was printed.  The first page includes the following footnote: “Note.—The usual preamble to these abstracts will be published in the Bulletin early in 1956. Abstracts of meetings in 1956 and subsequent years will not be published in The Physical Review.”
If the 1956 GEC abstracts were printed elsewhere, I have not found them.

BAPS Series II: Vols. 1 and 2 (1956, 1957): no mention of GEC at all, that I could find.  All volumes below are from Series II.
Vol. 3, #1 (28 Jan. 1958), pp. 81-88, Minutes of the 10th GEC (Cambridge, MA, 2-4 Oct. 1957, S. C. Brown of MIT, Secretary, 297 registrants, 41 contributed plus 1 invited papers).  The banquet speaker was Giorgio de Santillana of MIT, “Trials of Galileo”.  41 abstracts printed in BAPS plus the title of the invited talk.
Vol. 4, #2 (6 March 1959), pp. 109-120, Minutes of the 11th GEC (New York, NY, 22-25 Oct. 1958, D. J. Rose of Bell Labs, Secretary, 441 registrants, 57 contributed plus 5 invited papers).  The banquet speaker was J. B. Johnson of Thomas A. Edison Laboratories, “Edison’s Contributions to Thermionics”).  The primary location was the Barbizon Plaza Hotel in New York City, but sessions on 23 Oct. were held at Bell Labs in Murray Hill, NJ, which added ½ day to the meeting.  BAPS printed 54 abstracts plus the titles of the invited talks.
Vol. 4, #5, p. 331 and in subsequent issues: announcement of the 12th GEC (Washington, DC, 14-16 Oct. 1960).

Vol. 5 (4 March 1960), pp. 119-126, Minutes of the 12th GEC (Washington, DC, 14-16 Oct. 1959, L. M. Branscomb of NBS, Secretary, 399 registrants, only 47 papers were accepted out of 86 submitted, plus 4 invited papers, because a decision had been made to return to a 3-day meeting, and no overlapping sessions).  The banquet speaker was Henry Morgenthau of Yale, “Physics and Operational Definitions”.  BAPS printed 46 abstracts.
Vol. 6 (22 June 1961), pp. 384-393, Minutes of the 13th GEC (,Monterrey, CA, 12-15 Oct. 1960, N. L. Oleson of the Naval Postgraduate School, Secretary, “over 300 registrants”, “56 papers accepted” plus 4 invited papers).  The banquet speaker was Lewi Tonks of GE, “Irving Langmuir’s Plasma”.  57 abstracts printed in BAPS.  There’s a note that a decision had been made to extend the conference to 3.5 days.  Vol. 6 does not contain an announcement of the next GEC except in the introduction to the minutes of the 13th GEC referenced here.  
Vol. 7, #2 (23 Feb. 1962), pp. 128-136, Minutes of the 14th GEC (Schenectady, NY, 11-13 Oct. 1961, C. J. Gallagher of GE, Secretary, 305 registrants, 55 contributed and 3 invited papers).  The banquet speaker was C. C. Suits of GE, “New Riches from Old Mines”.  50 abstracts printed in BAPS.  
Vol. 7, #2 (23 Feb 1962) and #3 (26 Mar 1962): announcement of the 1962 GEC.

Vol. 7, #3 (March 1962), p. 247 and in subsequent issues: announcement of 15th GEC (Boulder, CO, 1962, J. M. Richardson of NBS, Secretary).  
Vol. 7, #8 (23 Nov 1962), pp. 631-672.  Minutes of the 15th GEC, 10-12 Oct 1962 in Boulder, CO.  There were 101 papers submitted, but only 81 were accepted for presentation – see the note below.  Will Allis was the chairman, but was absent because he had been appointed “Assistant Secretary General for Scientific Affairs of NATO” in Paris, so the Deputy Chair, Fred Biondi, ran the 1962 meeting.  There was apparently no banquet speaker; the Book of Abstracts says that a short movie was shown, “The House of Science,” which was made for the Seattle World’s Fair, originally made to be shown with 7 projectors on 6 screens.  The Book of Abstracts says that there was a “JILA Open House, 1511 University Ave., Boulder, Colorado” on Wednesday evening.  The GEC has been highly resistant to parallel sessions, which has meant rejecting as many as half of the abstracts submitted.  The 15th GEC has the first appearance of parallel sessions: sessions C&D and sessions F&G were in parallel.  But the following GEC did not have parallel sessions.  This year was JILA’s first year of existence, and the address must have been its initial one prior to the JILA tower construction.
Vol. 8, #1-3 are missing from the APS 4th floor conference room, so I couldn’t check for the GEC minutes of the 15th GEC in Boulder.  However, the final issue has a cumulative index which contains familiar names with abstracts on pages 362, 442, 445, 449, etc.  But I cannot access these pages until I find these issues in another library.
Vol. 8, #4 (April 1963), p. 410 and in two subsequent issues (#6, p. 492; #7, p. 547): announcement of the 16th GEC (Pittsburgh, 16-18 Oct. 1963).  
Vol. 9, #2 (27 Feb. 1964), pp. 181-190, Minutes of the 16th GEC (Pittsburgh, PA, 16-18 Oct. 1963, G. J. Schulz of Westinghouse, Secretary).  The banquet speaker was Wade L. Fite of General Dynamics, “People, Politics, and Physicists”.  52 abstracts printed in BAPS.  

Vol. 10, #2 (25 Feb. 1965), pp. 178-193, Minutes of the 17th GEC (Atlantic City, NJ, 14-16 Oct. 1964, Sol Schneider of the U.S. Army Electronics Laboratories, Secretary).  The banquet speaker was Will Allis of MIT, “A Scientist in NATO”).  86 abstracts printed in BAPS.  At this point, the GEC yielded completely to parallel sessions, which accounts for the jump in the number of accepted abstracts.   Eldon Ferguson remembers Allis’s talk being billed as “Allis in Wonderland.”
Vol. 11, #4 (April 1966), pp. 493-507, Minutes of the 18th GEC (Minneapolis, MN, 20-22 Oct. 1965, L. M. Chanin of the University of Minnesota, Secretary).  The banquet speaker was Lewis M. Branscomb of JILA, “Little Science; Little Money.”  83 abstracts printed in BAPS.  
Vol. 11, #5 (June 1966), p. 786 and in subsequent issues: announcement of 19th GEC (Atlanta, GA, 12-14 Oct. 1966).

Vol. 12, #1 (Jan. 1967), p. 158 and in subsequent issues: announcement of 20th GEC (San Francisco, CA, 18-20 Oct. 1967).

Vol. 12, #2 (23 Feb. 1967), pp. 217-242, Minutes of the 19th GEC (Atlanta, GA, 12-14 Oct. 1966, John W. Hooper and Earl W. McDaniel of Georgia Tech, Co-Secretaries, 116 papers presented).  The banquet speaker was Leon Fisher, who “recounted a few of Prof. Allis’s contributions to the GEC and gave a brief history of the Conference,” on the occasion of making Will Allis an “Honorary Chairman” of the GEC).  114 abstracts printed in BAPS.  
Vol. 13, #2 (26 Feb. 1968), pp. 196-220, Minutes of the 20th GEC (San Francisco, CA, 18-20 Oct. 1967, Robert N. Varney of Lockheed Palo Alto Research Laboratories, Secretary, 109 contributed plus 1 invited paper).  The banquet speaker was Willis M. Hawkins of Lockheed, “Changing Relations between Industry and Government in Research and Development”).  The invited paper was by Leonard B. Loeb of Berkeley.  105 abstracts were printed in BAPS.
Vol. 14, #1 (27 Feb 1969), p. 153: announcement of the 22nd GEC in Gatlinburg, TN.

Vol. 14, #2 (27 Feb. 1969), pp. 251-268, Minutes of the 21st GEC (Boulder, CO, 16-18 Oct. 1968, Gordon H. Dunn of JILA and the University of Colorado, Secretary, 322 registered, 125 contributed plus 1 invited paper).  “There was a successful Ladies Program with 47 in attendance.”  The invited review paper was by R. W. Crompton of the Australian National University, “The Contribution of Swarm Techniques to the Solution of Some Problems in Low Energy Electron Physics.”  The banquet speaker was James P. Lodge (National Center for Atmospheric Research): “An Atmospheric Scientist’s View of Pollution.”  
Vol. 15, #3 (March 1970), pp. 410-438, Minutes of the 22nd GEC (Gatlinburg, TN, 28-31 Oct. 1969, C. F. Barnett of ORNL, Secretary), in conjunction with the High-Pressure Arc Symposium.  The banquet speaker was David J. Rose of Oak Ridge National Laboratory, “The Future of National Laboratories”.
Ran out of time to fill in this gap.  Will do it someday.  For now, I’ll make notes on the meetings taken from the books of abstracts that I have from Rob Varney.  The APS collection is not very complete in this range.
Vol. 16, #2 (1 Feb 1971), pp. 193-221.  Minutes of the 23rd GEC (Hartford, CT, 20-22 Oct. 1970), in conjunction with the 2nd Arc Symposium.  There were 123 contributed papers and 9 panel sessions.  The banquet speaker was Rolf M. Sinclair of NSF, “Federal Support of Atomic Physics, and the National Science Foundation.”

Vol. 16, #5 (1 May 1971), p. 717, and #8 (1 Aug 1971), p. 868: announcement of the 24th GEC in Gainesville, FL.

Vol. 17, #3 (Mar 1972), pp. 251-268.  Minutes of 24th GEC (Gainesville, FL, 5-8 Oct. 1971, Thomas L. Bailey of the University of Florida, Secretary), in conjunction with the 3rd Arc Symposium.  The banquet included a “tribute to L. B. Loeb on the occasion of his 80th birthday.”  The banquet speaker was James R. Cade, Chief of Renal Medicine, University of Florida. 

Vol. 17, #7 (Jul 1972), p. 786, and #8 (Aug 1972), p. 825: announcement of the 25th GEC in London, Ontario.  The 25th GEC was held in conjunction with the Arc Symposium and with the Gaseous Laser Symposium.
Vol. 18, #2 (Feb 1974), pp. 146-168.  Minutes of 26th GEC (Madison, WI).  See the notes below taken from the Book of Abstracts.

26th GEC (Madison, WI, 16-19 Oct. 1973, Chun C. Lin of the University of Wisconsin, Secretary).  The banquet speaker was W. F. Fry of the University of Wisconsin, “Acoustics of Violins – Did Stradivari Have a Secret?”  

Vol. 19, #5 (May 1974), p. 713; #6 (Jun 1974), p. 748; and #7 (Jul 1974), p. 788: announcement of the 27th GEC at the Rice Hotel in Houston, TX.  The banquet speaker was Robert Parker of NASA, “A Quick Look at Some Skylab Scientific Results.”
28th GEC (Rolla, MO, 21-24 Oct. 1975, Laird D. Schearer of the University of Missouri-Rolla, Secretary).  The banquet speaker was T. Beveridge of the University of Missouri-Rolla, “Theoretical and Applied Rhabdomancy.”  Rhabdomancy is an ancient method of making decisions using sticks, e.g., a divining rod.  Wish I had a video of this talk.
29th GEC (Cleveland, OH, 19-22 Oct. 1976, John H. Ingold of GE, Secretary).  The banquet speaker was J. H. Jensen of GE, “The Many Lights in Your Life.”  In this era, the study of plasmas for high-intensity lamps was a big part of GEC.  
30th GEC

31st GEC

32nd GEC

33rd GEC
Vol. 27, #2 (Feb. 1982), pp. 96-115, Minutes of the 34th GEC (Boston, 20-23 Oct. 1981, John Boness of AVCO-Everett Research Laboratory, Secretary, 289 registrants, 145 papers.)
Vol. 27, #4 (April 1982), p. 594, announcement of 35th GEC (Dallas, TX, 19-22 Oct. 1982).

Vol. 28, #2 (Feb. 1983), pp. 172-191, Minutes of the 35th GEC (Dallas, 19-22 Oct. 1982, C. B. Collins of the University of Texas-Dallas, Secretary, 252 registrants, 144 papers.)  

Vol. 28, #4 (April 1983), p. 829 and in subsequent issues: announcement of 36th GEC (Albany, NY, 11-14 Oct. 1983).

Vol. 29, #2 (Feb. 1984), pp. 143-162, Minutes of the 36th GEC (Albany, NY, 11-14 Oct. 1983, G. A. Farrell of GE, Secretary).  
Vol. 29, #5 (May/June 1984), p. 959 and in subsequent issues: announcement of the 37th GEC (Boulder, CO, 9-12 Oct. 1984).

Vol. 30, #2 (Feb. 1985), pp. 128-155, Minutes of the 37th GEC (Boulder, CO, 9-12 Oct. 1984, Earl C. Beaty of JILA, Secretary).

Vol. 30 #4 (April 1985), p. 824 and in subsequent issues: announcement of 38th GEC (Monterrey, CA, 15-18 Oct. 1985).

Vol. 31, #2 (Feb. 1986), pp. 141-163, Minutes of the 38th GEC (Monterrey, CA, 15-18 Oct. 1985, at the Naval Postgraduate School).

Vol. 31, #4 (April 1986), p. 910 and in subsequent issues: announcement of 39th GEC (Madison, WI, 7-10 Oct. 1986).

Vol. 32, #4 (April 1987), pp. 1133-1176, Minutes of the 39th GEC (Madison, WI, 7-10 Oct.1986, L. W. Anderson of the University of Wisconsin, Secretary).

Vol. 33, #2 (Feb. 1988), pp. 121-160, Minutes of the 40th GEC (Atlanta, GA, 13-16 Oct. 1987).  Tom Miller remembers that at the business meeting Will Allis asked everyone who was at the first GEC (1948) to stand up.  I was surprised how many stood up – maybe a dozen – including Ben Bederson and Fred Biondi.
Vol. 33, #5 (May 1988), p. 1274 and in subsequent issues: announcement of 41st GEC (Minneapolis, MN, 18-21 Oct. 1988).

Vol. 34, #2 (Feb. 1989), pp. 290-327, Minutes of the 41st GEC (Minneapolis, MN, 18-21 Oct. 1988, D. W. Ernie of the University of Minnesota, Secretary).  There does not seem to be an announcement of the next GEC in vol. 34.
Vol. 35, #8 (Sept. 1990), pp. 1801-1841, Minutes of the 42nd GEC, (Palo Alto, CA, 17-20 Oct. 1989).  Attendees will recall a major earthquake at 5:04 pm on 17 October at 6.9 on the Richter scale; 63 people died when a section of the Bay Bridge collapsed along with a viaduct on the Nimitz Freeway (I-880) in Oakland.
Vol. 35, #8 (Sept. 1990), p. 1617 and in subsequent issues: announcement of 43rd GEC (Urbana-Champaign, 16-19 Oct. 1990).
Vol. 36, #2 ((Feb. 1991), pp. 181-222, Minutes of the 43rd GEC (Urbana-Champaign, IL, 16-19 Oct. 1990, Joseph T. Verdeyen of the University of Illinois, Secretary).  The first Allis Prize was awarded to Arthur V. Phelps of JILA, who spoke on “Ambipolar Diffusion of Electrons and Ions in Gases.”  The Allis Prize ($5,000) was awarded by the APS every other year.
Vol. 36, #3 (March 1991), p. 1459 and subsequent issues: announcement of 44th GEC (Albuquerque, NM, 22-25 Oct. 1991).

Vol. 37, #1 (March 1992), inside back cover and in subsequent issues: announcement of 45th GEC (Boston, 27-30 Oct. 1992).

Vol.37, #9 (Dec. 1992), pp. 1910-1963, Minutes of the 44th GEC (Albuquerque, NM, 22-25 Oct. 1991, Harold W. Anderson of the University of New Mexico, Secretary). 

Vol. 37, #9 (Dec. 1992), pp. 1964-2018, Minutes of the 45th GEC (Boston, 27-30 Oct. 1992, Pablo A. Vicharelli of GTE Laboratories, Secretary).  The Allis Prize talk was given by James E. Lawler of the University of Wisconsin, “Spectroscopy on the Cathode Fall and Negative Glow.”  It is not a mistake: this issue of BAPS contains the minutes of two GEC meetings, back-to-back.  There must have been a production problem between BAPS and the Albuquerque organizers.  Perhaps should contact them to ask what happened.
Vol. 38, #1, inside back cover and in subsequent issues: announcement of the 46th GEC (Montréal, 19-22 Oct. 1993).
Vol. 38, #13 (Dec. 1993), pp. 2326-2383, Minutes of the 46th GEC (Montréal, 19-22 Oct. 1993; banquet speaker S. Leney of Hydro-Québec).  

Vol. 39, #3 (July 1994), inside back cover here and in subsequent issues: announcement of the 47th GEC (Gaithersburg, MD, 18-21 Oct. 1994).

Vol. 39, #6 (Oct. 1994), pp. 1439-1500, Minutes of the 47th GEC (Gaithersburg, MD, 18-21 Oct. 1994, Richard J. Van Brunt of NIST, Secretary).  The Allis Prize talk was given by Eldon E. Ferguson of NOAA, “Development and Early Application of the Flowing Afterglow Technique for Low Energy Ion-Molecule Interactions.”
Vol. 40, #2 (April 1995), inside back cover as continued on the facing page, and in subsequent issues: announcement of the 48th GEC (Berkeley, CA, 10-13 Oct. 1995).

Vol. 40, #9 (Oct. 1995), pp. i-1v and 1543-1641, Minutes of the 48th GEC (Berkeley, CA, 9-13 Oct. 1995, David B. Graves of the University of California-Berkeley, Secretary).  Note, one day was added to the meeting after the initial announcement, to hold a workshop on 9 Oct.
Vol. 41, #6 (Oct. 1996), pp. i-viii, 1283-1350, Minutes of the 49th GEC (Argonne, IL, 20-24 Oct. 1996, Michael A. Dillon of Argonne National Laboratory, Secretary).  The Allis Prize talk was given by Chun C. Lin of the University of Wisconsin, “Electron-Atom Collisions: An Evergreen in Physics and Technology.”  The banquet speaker was Michael Turner of the University of Chicago, “The Age of the Universe and Other Large Quantities”.

Vol. 41 and subsequent volumes do not contain announcements of future meetings.  This seems to have happened because almost every issue pertains to a single meeting rather than being a bulletin sent to all APS members.  
Vol. 42, #8 (Oct. 1996), pp. i-x, 1699-1778, Minutes of the 50th GEC (Madison, WI, 6-9 Oct. 1997, T. G. Walker of the University of Wisconsin, Secretary).  The banquet speaker was Alan Garscadden of the Air Force Research Laboratory, “Celebrities of the Gaseous Electronics Conference”.  This year the GEC instituted a new plenary lecture called the “Foundation Talk,” which is a “review paper aimed at educating students and individuals outside the immediate field.”  The first Foundation Talk was given by Alan Gallagher of JILA, “Gas Phase Processes in Low-Pressure Silicon Deposition Plasmas.”  A Foundation Talk was given every year through 1999 (the last volume of BAPS that my library has), but presently is given every other year, alternating with the Allis Prize talk.  The first Allis Prize was awarded in 1990.  Once I get access to more recent BAPS volumes, I should determine when the alternation began.
Vol. 43, #5 (Oct. 1998), pp.  i-ix, 1407-1520, Minutes of the 51st GEC (Maui, HI, 19-22 Oct. 1998, in conjunction with the 4th International Conference on Reactive Plasmas (ICRP).  Charles Fleddermann of the University of New Mexico, Secretary).  The Foundation Talk was by Robert W. Crompton of the Australian National University, “Electron Swarms”.  The Allis Prize talk was given by Raymond Flannery of Georgia Tech, “Three-Body Recombination at Thermal and Ultra-Low Energies.”  Hideo Sugai of Nagoya University represented the ICRP with “High-Density Plasma Sources and Technology for the Next Generation.”
Vol. 44, #4 (Oct. 1999), pp. 1-87, Minutes of the 52nd GEC (Norfolk, VA, 5-8 Oct. 1999, Leposava Vuškovic of Old Dominion University, Secretary).  The Foundation Talk was given by Alex Dalgarno of the Center for Astrophysics, “Historical Evaluation of Cross Section Calculations.”

53rd GEC (2000).  The Allis Prize winner was John F. Waymouth of GTE.
54th GEC (2001)
Below, I’ll add a few that I have in my office, along with Allis Prize notes from the APS website, with an eye toward filling in all the gaps someday.  
Vol. 47, #7 (Oct. 2002), pp. 1-83, Minutes of the 55th GEC (Minneapolis, 15-18 Oct. 2002, Uwe Kortshagen of the University of Minnesota, Secretary).  The Allis Prize was awarded to Alan Garscadden of the Air Force Research Laboratory.
Vol. 48, #6 (Oct. 2003), pp. 1-95, Minutes of the 56th GEC (San Francisco, 21-24 Oct. 2003, Helen Hwang of NASA-Ames, Secretary).
57th GEC (2004).  The Allis Prize was awarded to John W. McConkey of the University of Windsor.

Vol. 50, #7 (Oct. 2005), pp. 1-70, Minutes of the 58th GEC (San Jose, CA, 16-20 Oct. 2005, Jong Shon of Ju Sung Engineering, Secretary).

59th GEC (2006).  The Allis Prize was awarded to Michael A. Lieberman of the University of California-Berkeley.

Vol. 53, #10 (Oct. 2008), pp. 1-103, Minutes of the 61st GEC (Dallas, TX, 13-17 Oct. 2008, Lawrence Overzet of UT-Dallas, Secretary

Vol. 54, #12 (Oct. 2009), pp. 1-105, Minutes of the 62nd GEC (Saratoga Springs, NY, 20-23 Oct. 2009, Mirko Vukovic of Tokyo Electron, Secretary).  The banquet speaker was George Wise of GE, “Irving Langmuir: Inventing Industrial Research.”  

63rd GEC (Paris, France, 4-8 Oct. 2010, Pascal Chabert of Ecole Polytechnique, Secretary).  The Allis Prize was awarded to Mark J. Kushner of the University of Michigan.  This year, the Allis Prize has been increased to $10,000.  

64th GEC (Salt Lake City, UT, 14-18 Nov 2011, Patrick Pedrow, Washington State University, Secretary)
65th GEC (Austin, TX, 22-26 Oct 2012, in conjunction with the 53rd Annual Meeting of the American Physical Society Division of Plasma Physics, Laxminayaran Raja, The University of Texas at Austin, Secretary) 
66th GEC (Princeton, NJ, 30 Sep to 4 Oct 2013, Igor Kaganovich, Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory, Secretary)
67th GEC (Raleigh, NC, 2-7 Nov 2014, Steve Shannon, North Carolina State University, Secretary)
68th GEC (Honolulu, HI, 12-16 Oct 2015, held in conjunction with the 9th International Conference on Reactive Plasmas and the 33rd Symposium on Plasma Processing, Klaus Bartschat, Drake University, and Hirotaka Toyoda, Nagoya University, Secretaries)
69th GEC (Bochum, Germany, 10-14 Oct 2016, Uwe Czarnetzki, Secretary)

70th GEC (Pittsburgh, PA, 6-10 Nov 2017, Mark Koepke, West Virginia University, Secretary)

71st GEC (Portland, OR, 5-9 Nov 2018, Doug Keil, Lam Research, Secretary)
72nd GEC (College Station, TX, 28 Oct to 1 Nov 2019, David Staack, Texas A&M University, Secretary) 

Alisher Kadyrov, Curtin University 
[For further work on this document, see https://www.aps.org/units/damop/meetings/past-gec.cfm.  Unfortunately, the online “Scientific Program” doesn’t give the usual meeting information that gets printed on the first few pages of the printed BAPS.  The GEC chairman can be deduced from who chaired the business meeting.  Here’s a partial list that I sent to Mirko Vukovic:

1997, 50th, Madison WI, chair = Mark Kushner (Michigan)

1998, 51st, Maui, chair = Mark Kushner (Michigan)

1999, 52nd, Norfolk, chair = Gerry Hays (Sandia)

2000, 53rd, Houston, chair = Gerald Hays (Sandia)

2001, 54th, Penn State, chair = Tim Sommerer (GE CRD)

2002, 55th, Minneapolis, chair = Tim Sommerer (GE CRD)

2003, 56th, San Francisco, chair = Lepsha Vuskovic (Old Dominion)

2004, 57th, Shannon Ireland, chair = Lepsha Vuskovic (Old Dominion)

2005, 58th, San Jose, chair = Greg Hebner (Sandia)

2006, 59th, Columbus, chair = Greg Hebner (Sandia)

2007, 60th, Arlington VA, chair = Peter Ventzek (Lam)

2008, 61st, Dallas, chair = Peter Ventzek (Lam)

I have another document (“GEC-past-chairs.docx”) that traces GEC Chairs from the beginning to 2017.  I’d like to add Executive Committee members, but the online BAPS omits the information given about the conference on the first few pages of the BAPS issues.  

From: Thomas Miller <thomas.miller.3@bc.edu>

Date: Fri, 10 Feb 2017 21:30:05 -0700

Subject: Gaseous Electronics Conference in BAPS

To: vinaya <vinaya@aps.org>

Vinaya,

I use BAPS to study the history of the GEC because we don't really have any other record until recent digital times.  But the online pdfs of BAPS often do not include the Preface that appears in the printed volumes, only the abstracts.  I tried to catch up when at APS using the

4th floor volumes, but that set is not complete.

I have scanned copies of the Books of Abstracts handed out at the GEC from 1948-1992, the period when abstracts appeared in BAPS several months later, so I really don't have any problem until 1993 onward.

From 1993 through 2016, only the 1996, 1997, 1998, 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009 GEC online BAPS include the Preamble.  That's 7 out of 24 total.

Additionally, the BAPS online archives for 1993 and 1995 do not include the GEC, but I know from your paper volumes that those meetings are contained in volumes 38 (#13) and 40 (#9).  But, like most years, I haven't had time to copy by hand what I need from the 4th floor volumes.  I'll be back in June for the GEC abstract sorting and hope to spend a few more hours in that room.  I should also check the University of New Mexico library to see if they have paper copies

since I am working in Albuquerque until March 25.

If nothing else, it would be nice if all future pdfs of BAPS included the Preamble.

Thanks, TOM

DAMOP-GEC Liaison

Vinaya had asked me to e-mail him about the problem when I was at APS on 8 Feb 2017.  He responded to this message by saying they would begin to include the Preamble “going forward.”  That is, he wasn’t going to scan the older preambles.  But nothing has been done even for present GECs.
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